Dear MAFL Fund Contributors & Interested Bystanders,
[image: image1.png]* BETTING INFORMATION *

TIPS

Date__Venue Team 1 Price_|Team 2 Price_|Bet Team 1_Bet Team 2 | ProfitLoss | Predicted Winner _ Pred Margin
25-Aug06 Docklands [Wester Bulldogs Bth) - |St Kilda (7t - - - — | Western Bulldogs 2
26-AugDB Kardinia Park | Geelong (9th) - |Melbourne Gr) - - - - Melboume 6
26-Aug:DB Aurora Stadium |Hawthorn (14th) - |Kangaroos (13th) 5225 - 233% | 237429 |Kangaroos 1
26-Aug:DB M.C.G Richmond (10th) - |Essendon (i5th) - - - - [Richmond 30
26-AugrDB Stadium Australia |Sydney (5th) - |Brisbane Lions (12th) - - - - |syney 2
27-AugDB Football Park  |Port Adelaide (11th) 5275 |Adelaide (2nd) - 331% - 331458 |Adelaide 15
27-AugDB M.C.G Collingwood (6th) - |cartton (16th) - - - - |coltingwood bl
27-Aug:D5 Subiaco [West Coast (1st) §1.70_|Fremantle (dth) - 597% - 5.0/ +42 |West Coast 9

9.28% 235%

11.60%




Let me start this week with something I captured from the ninemsn website on Wednesday night. I’m assuming that the first reference to “Kangaroos” here is to the marsupial that occupies the left wing on our coat-of-arms, and the second reference is to the footy team we can thank for an adding just over 5c to our share price this season. 
An appealing (to me anyway) alternative interpretation is that Roos fans, concerned that in a generation’s time they’ll end up with the sons of the current crop of players under the father-son rule, have opted for drastic preventative action, and that Brent Harvey has shaken paws with Skippy and a few of his mates to continue some long-standing contractual arrangement (leaping tips for cash perhaps).
Bummer of a juxtaposition by the sub-editor though, however you look at it.
Anyway, onto this weekend’s action.
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MAFL Fund Wagers

Three wagers this weekend, though the Model gave serious thought to a fourth, albeit small, wager on the Western Bulldogs, eventually abandoning the idea after their price dropped from $1.80 to $1.75 and the Model had a day or two to think about it.
Bets one and two are mid-sized wagers, one on the Roos at $2.25 playing Hawthorn at Aurora Stadium, and the other on Port at $2.75 facing the Crows at their shared home ground, Footy Park. Bet three, and the weekend’s biggest, is on the last game of the round and, unusually for us, on the favourites and competition leaders, West Coast at $1.70 up against Fremantle at their shared home ground, Subiaco. 
Remarkably, we’ve had positive net contributions from all three teams we have wagers on this weekend. We’re 2 and 1 with West Coast for a net 4.7c gain, we’re 1 and 2 with Port for a net 2.4c gain, and we’re 2 and 4 with the Roos for a net 5.3c gain. Collectively, that makes us 5 and 7 for a net gain of 12.4c with this bunch. Long may it continue.
So, this weekend, barring draws, there are eight possible outcomes, summarised in the following table:
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lose win win 477
win lose win 438
win win lose 27
lose lose win 14
lose win lose 25
win lose lose B4
lose lose lose 116





Broadly, if West Coast win, the worst we can do is drop 1.4c; if they lose, the best we can do is to pick up 2.7c. 

The Model’s Tips
Just as the Model thought hard about a wager on the Bulldogs, it also struggled with its tips for a couple of the matches. In the end, it plumped for two underdogs: the third-placed Melbourne away to the Cats (my god, the Model’s tipped Melbourne again – that’s three times in four weeks), and the thirteenth-placed Roos at the neutral Aurora Stadium venue against the Hawks. In neither of these tips does it have much faith: the Dees are tipped to win by just 6 and the Roos by 1.

The Model’s similarly lacking in confidence about its Bulldogs and West Coast tips, for which it’s predicted only 2- and 9-point victories respectively.

Adelaide’s predicted margin of victory – like Sydney’s last weekend – is in that ‘in-between’ range, at just 16 points. Curiously, this season the Model’s tipped at just under 65% for teams that it has forecast to win by 1 to 5 points, but under 45% for teams it has forecast to win by 6 to 17 points (and, as you know, at almost 80% for teams it has forecast to win by more than 17 points).

Near certainties in the Model’s eyes are Richmond, Sydney and Collingwood.

If the Model’s tips are correct, Sunday evening’s ladder will show Melbourne in clear 3rd, the Swans, Pies, Bulldogs and Freo in positions 4th to 7th in that order (all based on percentages), and St Kilda clinging on to outright 8th. The Tigers will be 9th, one game behind with one to play but also, it must be said, with a percentage that could only be rescued by a flogging of Essendon or the West Coast (sure!) the like of which has never before been witnessed or, alternatively, with floggings of the Saints by the Bulldogs and the Lions of similarly epic proportions. ‘Taint gonna happen Tigers fans - Sportsbet aren’t even offering odds about the Tigers winning the flag.
Line Betting
Here are the weekend’s Sportsbet lines and the Model’s Line Betting:

[image: image3.png]Giving Start__Receiving Start| _Start_| Model's
Wester Bulldogs St Kilda 15 St Kida
Geelong Melbourne 45 | Melboume
Hawthorn Kangaroos 105 | Kangaroos
Richmond Essendon 185 | Richmond
Sydney Brisbane Lions | 445 [ Brisbane Lions
Adelaide Port Adelaide | 175 | Port Adelaide
Collingwood Carton %55 Cartton
West Coast Fremantle 55 | West Coast





This weekend the Model’s opted for 6 of the teams receiving start, for 2 of them because it thinks they’ll win outright (though only just), and for the other 4 because it thinks they’ll finish closer to their opponents than Sportsbet does. Only the West Coast and Richmond are forecast to cover the spread.
GOTR

There are potential Games of the Round throughout the course of the weekend.

· The eighth-placed Bulldogs take on the seventh-placed Saints on Friday

· The Cats, ninth but not quite dead, take on the third-placed Dees at Kardinia on Saturday

· Competition-leaders, the West Coast take on fourth-placed Freo, who’ve won seven on the trot, at Subiaco

· Eleventh-placed Port Adelaide take on traditional rivals, the second-placed Crows, at Footy Park, also on Sunday

Forcing myself to choose just the one, I’ll go for the Cats/Dees clash, but I reckon the West Coast/Freo game will also be decided late in the game (which, of course, will only provide further evidence to our new dogs that their ‘master’ is seriously unhinged).
Here’s to a great weekend where the Eagles consolidate their number one spot.
Cheers for now,

Tony
